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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 
Claim Objections 

The claims are objected to as the form of claims 1-19 is improper. Where a 
claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, as in the instant claims, each element or 
step should be separated by a line indentation. See MPEP 608.01 (m) and 37 CFR 
1.75(i). 

Claims 2-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 reads "A spinning preparation machine", thus the claims depending 
therefrom should read The device". 

Further, the language "can be" (see e.g., claim 1, In. 5; claim 8) is objected to as 
it may render the claims indefinite as it is unclear whether the features subsequent to 
the "can be" language are a necessary part of the claimed invention. Applicant must 
positively recite the features of the claimed invention. Examiner thus recommends 
eliminating all instances of "can be" from the claim language. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hosel 
(08 6,477,741). 

Regarding claims 1, 4-10, Hosel (Fig. 1-8) teaches a spinning preparation 
machine in which waste can be separated from fiber material, having a sensor 
arrangement (col. 4, In. 43 et seq.) including a light source (Id.; teaching multiple types 
of colored light) and a brightness sensor (41; Fig. 1b, 2, 4, 6, 7 teaching various 
placements near suction removal hoods 17-21, conduits 22-26, main conduit 27) for 
examining waste, and further having a measurement element (col. 4, In. 43 et seq. 
teaching evaluating unit), wherein the waste can be conveyed past the sensor 
arrangement and the brightness sensor is arranged to receive light from the light source 
reflected by the waste (see e.g., fig. 4, 6, 7), the received light being convertible into 
electrical signals which are measurable by the measurement element (col. 4, In. 43 et 
seq. teaching various electronic control systems for evaluating light data). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 19, Hosel teaches that the sensor means can be a CCD 
camera (col. 4, In. 63). Thus, as CCDs function by converting light to electric current, it 
is implicit that the sensor can detect differences in brightness. 

Regarding claims 12, Hosel teaches using an electronic evaluation device 
to determine material specific statistics (col. 4, ln.19-col. 6, In. 27), thus it is implicit that 
Hosel determines one or more parameters selected from: the variation of the brightness 
of the good fibres; the coefficient of variation of the brightness of the good fibres; and 
the standard deviation of the brightness of the good fibres. 
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Regarding claims 13, Hosel teaches using pre-specified quantities and, in the 
event of a departure therefrom, effecting a modification of the waste separation (col. 5, 
In. 10-57 teaching control device that modifies based on inputted or "pre-given data"). 

Regarding claims 14-15, 17, Hosel teaches a separating guide vane being 
adjustable in dependence on measurement results from the evaluation device, wherein 
the measurement results can be regarded as usable in a control and regulation circuit 
for optimizing the cleaning of the fiber material as Hosel teaches adjusting quality 
settings based on sensor readings (col. 4, In. 19 et seq.). 

Regarding claim 16, Hosel teaches at least two adjusting mechanisms (Fig. 5; 
45a, 45b) for setting the angles of the respective guide vanes that are connected to a 
control and regulation device (col. 4, In. 60-68), thus it is implicit that these mechanisms 
use some form of angle-measuring device in order to set the vanes properly. 

Regarding claim 18, it is implicit that the sensor arrangement can be 
used for determining a blockage of fiber material in the collecting device as the sensor 
arrangement determines the brightness levels and these levels can be used to 
determine blockage. 

Conclusion 

Any references not explicitly discussed above but made of record are considered 
relevant to the prosecution of the instant application. 

Here, the method of controlling fiber-cleaning machines taught by Demuth et al., 
US 5, 1 81 ,295, should be noted. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph C Rodriguez whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6942 (M-F, 9 am - 6 pm, EST). 

The Official fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

The examiner s UNOFFICIAL Personal fax number is 571-273-6942. 

Further, information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 

Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PMR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PMR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PMR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (Toll Free). 

Alternatively, inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding can also be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6584. Further, the supervisor's contact information is Donald 
Walsh, 571-272-6944. 



Signed by Examiner Joseph Rodriguez 




September 23, 2005 



